[Explanatory essay for researchers who plan to analyse their clinical data using Cox's proportional hazard model].
Proportional hazard model was proposed by Cox as a multivariate model suitable for evaluation of prognostic factors and/or therapeutic effects. This paper aims at explaining fundamental concepts of the model for clinical researchers, as clear as possible. The relationship between hazard ratio and survival curves is demonstrated using an example of survivals calculated from an exponential function. Usage of computer programme SAS is described in brief for the readers who plan to analyse their own clinical data by this model.